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who, In popular opinion, believed that they were above the
law, relieved from their allegiance to the throne, and exempt
from all obligations to keep faith with heretics.1 Fox did
not merely support every proposal to give a fuller toleration
to Catholics; he declared boldly at the very time that the
Gordon riots had convulsed London that "he could not
think the papists' religion Incompatible with government nor
civil liberty; because, In looking round the world, he saw
that In Switzerland, where democracy reigned universally
In the fullest measure, It flourished most in cantons pro-
fessing that religion." The Unitarians were a friendless
sect. They had been persecuted alike under Cromwell and
under Charles II. They were often regarded as atheists, men
whom Locke had said were " not at all to be tolerated," to
whom Rousseau had refused admission In his Social Contract,
and whom Burke had described as " the Infidels or the outlaws
of the Constitution, not of this country, but of the human
race." It was of these men that Fox said with a resonant
defiance, " Dr. South In speaking of them has traced their
pedigree from wretch to wretch back to the devil himself.
These descendants of the devil are my clients." P$rfeaps
the most striking of all the Illustrations of Fox's'temper of
tolerance was his reply to a rhetorical question In the debate
on the Test and Corporation Acts, during the speech of a
Mr. Powys. "With regard to the principles of toleration
advanced by the right honourable gentleman, the right
hon. gentleman did not seem to be aware to what an
extent they might be pushed, and that it was not the
dissenters alone who would be entitled to hold offices of
trust and power If the principles he had laid down and
argued upon were to be admitted, but dissenters of every
denomination; the Jew, the Mahometan, the disciples of
Brama, Confucius, and of every head of a sectary. (Mr.
Fox cried s Hear, hear')," Fox alone never turned frpjm
his Ideal of religious equality to pay a sidelong tribute
1 Even Milton himself, it must be remembered., denied toleration to Papists,
on the ground that they were idolaters.